28                       SOME TASKS FOR EDUCATION

these factors, eliminated from outline histories, are
revealed under the microscope of a detailed study and
are seen to be main determinants of the course of the
world for achievement or frustration, success or failure,
good or evil Man is the real problem, the old, the
modern problem; for the hew worTcTTs not so new:
humanity changes its clothes but not its natoej A3an^
puts on a more elaT>or^                                    but

remains the old Adam.

At this point a reader may say: "We have heard all
this before: one cannot open a paper without finding
someone saying that civilization is in danger of
destruction because our growth in knowledge has far
outstripped our growth in character. Why labour
truisms which no one denies? You are preaching to
the converted and boring them,"

I admit the justice of the criticism: I am talking
truisms. But do we believe them to be true? And if
so, why do we not do more about it? Why do we not
try to bring pur characters up to the level of our
knowledge? Why do we not take seriously the words
of Ruskin: "Education does not mean teaching people
to know wh^HtEe^^

"           as they __doLnot ^^bAaye/'   As it is,

of civilization depends on an
in human character and conduct^ we
leave tibe prcAkm almost untouched, and devote our
cuorgjo to comfrocting political machinery, ignpring
the bri&it toman, nature which so easily snaps,
tfee wk>k factor? out of working.